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      BOYD DECRIES PROPOSED CUTS TO HEALTHCARE PROGRAMS

Administration's budget slashes funding for Medicare and Medicaid

    
          
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida), a member of the House Budget Committee, today criticized the Administration's Fiscal Year 2008 Budget for the proposed cuts to Medicare, Medicaid, and the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  The President's budget cuts Medicare by $252 billion and reduces Medicaid by $28 billion over the next 10 years without reinvesting these savings in health program improvements.

"I have commended the President for acknowledging our fiscal mess and showing a commitment to deficit reduction, but cutting healthcare programs that are vital to our seniors and our children is not the answer," said Congressman Boyd.  "Reducing Medicare, Medicaid, and the SCHIP at a time when our entitlement programs face long term financial problems is unrealistic, unwise, and frankly, a dangerous practice."

These Medicare and Medicaid cuts would be achieved by reducing reimbursements to healthcare providers and charging higher premiums based on income for Medicare beneficiaries for coverage of prescription drugs and doctors' services.

In addition to cuts to our Medicare and Medicaid programs, the President's budget underfunds the SCHIP, critical to raising healthy and economically secure children.  While the President's budget would slightly increase the federal contribution to the SCHIP, it is $10 billion less than is needed to continue covering the children already enrolled in SCHIP, known as the KidCare program in Florida, and would give Florida less money to cover its neediest children.

"Families in North Florida are paying more than ever before for healthcare costs," Boyd stated.  "Americans deserve a fiscally responsible budget that recognizes our need for affordable, quality healthcare.  I will be working in the House Budget Committee to develop a budget that adequately funds our healthcare programs."
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